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EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 7, line 5, the term “second” has been deleted for consistent terminology 
purposes. 

2. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record fails to teach, show, or suggest a fluid retaining apparatus (valve) when a tubular 
is disconnected therefrom comprising in combination a cylinder, piston, spring, and an 
adjustment ring having external threads selected to be threaded into the second end of 
said cylinder and to bear against the first end of said spring, wherein said adjustment 
ring is threaded into the second end of said cylinder against one end of said spring, as 
specifically called for in at least the most comprehensive independent claim 1 1 . With 
respect to more limiting independent claims 1,4,6, 7, and 1 6, the prior art of record fails 
to teach, show, or suggest a fluid retaining apparatus (valve) when a tubular is 
disconnected therefrom comprising in combination a tubular body being a downwardly 
extending closure member, an axially movable piston having a flange, a plurality of flow 
passages, a plurality of check valves, and a compression spring as specifically called 
for in at least the above-mentioned independent claims. 
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US 6,487,960 teaches a valve actuator having a piston 120, cylinder 1 18, and 
ring 1 1 4. However, the reference fails to teach or suggest in combination a cylinder, 
piston, spring, and an adjustment ring having external threads selected to be threaded 
into the second end of said cylinder and to bear against the first end of said spring, 
wherein said adjustment ring is threaded into the second end of said cylinder against 
one end of said spring, as specifically called for in the claimed combination. The 
reference further fails to teach a fluid retaining apparatus (valve) when a tubular is 
disconnected therefrom comprising in combination a tubular body being a downwardly 
extending closure member, an axially movable piston having a flange, a plurality of flow 
passages, a plurality of check valves, and a compression spring as specifically called 
for in the claims. 

US 4,768,598 teaches a downhole drilling motor valve having a piston 30, 
cylinder 20, and springs 37. However, the reference fails to teach or suggest in 
combination a cylinder, piston, spring, and an adjustment ring having external threads 
selected to be threaded into the second end of said cylinder and to bear against the first 
end of said spring, wherein said adjustment ring is threaded into the second end of said 
cylinder against one end of said spring, as specifically called for in the claimed 
combination. The reference further fails to teach a fluid retaining apparatus (valve) when 
a tubular is disconnected therefrom comprising in combination a tubular body being a 
downwardly extending closure member, an axially movable piston having a flange, a 
plurality of flow passages, a plurality of check valves, and a compression spring as 
specifically called for in the claims. 
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US 3,698,41 1 teaches a Kelly foot valve having a piston 61 , cylinder 21 , spring 
62, and threaded ring 73. However, the reference fails to teach or suggest in 
combination a cylinder, piston, spring, and an adjustment ring having external threads 
selected to be threaded into the second end of said cylinder and to bear against the first 
end of said spring, wherein said adjustment ring is threaded into the second end of said 
cylinder against one end of said spring, as specifically called for in the claimed 
combination. The reference further fails to teach a fluid retaining apparatus (valve) when 
a tubular is disconnected therefrom comprising in combination a tubular body being a 
downwardly extending closure member, an axially movable piston having a flange, a 
plurality of flow passages, a plurality of check valves, and a compression spring as 
specifically called for in the claims. 

US 2001/0042625 teaches an apparatus for the connection of tubulars using a 
top drive that includes a piston 207, cylinder 204, spring 209, top drive (at 203), and 
threaded lock ring 208. However, the reference fails to teach or suggest in combination 
a cylinder, piston, spring, and an adjustment ring having external threads selected to be 
threaded into the second end of said cylinder and to bear against the first end of said 
spring, wherein said adjustment ring is threaded into the second end of said cylinder 
against one end of said spring, as specifically called for in the claimed combination. The 
reference further fails to teach a fluid retaining apparatus (valve) when a tubular is 
disconnected therefrom comprising in combination a tubular body being a downwardly 
extending closure member, an axially movable piston having a flange, a plurality of flow 
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passages, a plurality of check valves, and a compression spring as specifically called 
for in the claims. 

Therefore, none of the cited references, alone or in combination, fairly teach or 
suggest the subject matter as claimed. 

3. It is noted that the applicant cites various prior art in the specification that has not 
been considered, unless cited on the examiner’s pto-892. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zakiya N. Walker whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7039. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM-5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

— - 

Zakiy^ N. Walker 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3676 
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